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Clean-up for 29 city lakes

DC CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU

Oct. 4: Even as the Banga-
lore Development authority
is on the verge of complet-
ing re]uvenauon work on 10
lakes in the city; it plans to
take up development work
on 29 additional lakes. This
was revealed by BDA com-
missioner Bharat Lal Meena
at the inanguration of the
two-day international con-
ference on “Water, Plumb-
ing, Sanitation and Health:
issues and Challenges-A
Transdlsx:lphnary approach-
20107, organised by the
departments of civil engi-
neering and zoology here on
Monday.

“We will be plantmg tmes
~across the tank bund
 Mr'Meena said. The rcstora-

tion and overall develop-
ment of the 11 lakes that
were entrusted to the depart-
ment of civil engmeerulg,
Bangalore University, will

be taken up at a cost of Rs
104 crore. Almbst 95 per

BDA commissioner Bharat Lal Meena at the inaugura-
. tion of the two-day conference on “Water, Plumbing,
' Sanitation and Health: Issues and challenges-A Trans-

: dlaqipﬂmry approach-2010”, —DC
cent 'of the rejuyenation lake, Malathaﬂi lake, Kam-
work on the lakes is com- maghatta lake, Kothanur
plete, said H.N, Ramesh, lake, Konasandra lake, Tha-
chairman, depamuem of lagatpnra , Jakkur lake,
civil engineerin Rachenahalli lake,

Aapmof the prqject Ullal  Ramasan lake  and

%

Venaktapura lake are being
given a face-lift.

“We have done the refur-
bishment of the tank bund.
strengthened it and
increased the depth by 20(
per cent. We have also creat-
ed a separate small kalyani
(tank) with a dimension of
15.7mtr/13.5mtr with three
metres depth near the lake
for the immersion of Gane-
sha idols during the festival
And we have made provi-
sions for boating at the
lakes. We have already
planted 1,000  saplings
around the lake,” AS
Ravikumar, who is in charge
of the project, said.

He said: “We have recom-
mended for a sewerage
treatment plant at the entry
point of the lake and the pro-
posal is being considered.
The construction of a sewer-
age plant has already been
taken up at Malathalli lake.”

Bangalore University vice-
chancellor, N. Prabhudeve
and others partxclpated at the
conference.
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Water adalat
The BWSSB Central-3

Subdivision will hold a —The Hiyndih Pafos
water adalat from 9.30 a.m. dj-' 5—1 e, O"
to 1l a.m. on Wednesday to SRR s S )\O \
hear the grievances of

consumers coming under

the jurisdiction of Banappa

Park1and 2, and V.V,

Puram service station

limits at the office of the

Assistant Executive

Engineer of Central-3

Subdivision at V.V, Puram,

For details call 22945193,

Refresher course

Arefresher course in life
sciences organised for
f college and university
J lecturers on “Frontiers in
biological sciences” was
| inaugurated on Monday.
e | The three-week course,
which is being held at the
°§g\.\l UGC Academic Staff ’
T ® 1 o) College , was inaugurated
! by the former vice-
chancellor of University
Agricultural Seiences K.V.
| Devaraj. He called upon
teachers update their
knowledge in life sciences
for effective teaching in
their profession by
Participating in refresher
courses, Bangalore |
aUniversity Registrar MG,
thzishnan spoke, according
sa'0% press release,

[ | q‘i’:ilmteaqenda

Bangalore International
Centre is organising a talk
on “After Copenhagen: a
people-friendly climate
agenda for India and the
world” by Praful Bidwai,
columnist and
environmentalist on
February 19 at 6,30 pm. J.
Gururaja, former Senjor
Advisor (Energy -New and
Renewable), United
Nations, will moderate the
Programme which will be
held at BIC Auditorium,
TERI Complex, 4th Main, °
2nd Cross, Domlur 2nd
Stage.
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BANGALORE:  Minister for wastimely.
Higher Education Arvind
umhavah on Thu.rsdayurged
the

‘Scientists must sensitise public
on environment protection’

Limbavali seeks vision document on the subject

Staff Reporter Jore University for organis-

ing the conference, saying it

Water for all

R
ool

‘to king on the oceasion,

———————————

—

come out with a vision docu-  the former Vice-Chancellor
ment with regard to environ- of University of Agricultural
ment  protection  while Sciences, Bangalore, K.V.
assuring positive action on Devaraj, dwelt upon various
the document from the water-borne diseases and
Government. emphasised the importance
He was speaking after in- of making clean drinking wa-
augurating an International ter available toall
Conference on Environmen-  Presiding over the inaugu-
tal Pollution, Water Conser- ral session, Bangalore Uni<
vation and Health, organised versity Vice-Chancellor N.
on the occasion of the cen- Prabhu Dev spelt out differ-
tenary celebrations of the ent statistics on the availabil-

galore University, here. He the third world war happens,
said the outcome of the semi- it would be over water.
nar would be helpful to his ~ He cautioned the public
department which is plan- about the dangers of random
ning to revise the : itation  of
universities in the State. water.

Mr. Limbavali said scien- On the occasion, Mr; Lim-
tists should take a pmacuve bavali released the Special

nt of Zoology, Ban- ity of water and said if, at all,

ok

Cover commemorating the
centenary celebrations of the
Zoology Department as well
as the book of abstracts con-
o wmr is tamin_g‘t}w brief presenta-
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sunday

Conference on environmental pollutian in Central College on Saturday.

Express News Service
Bangalore, July 31

MINISTER for Higher Educa-
tion, Aravind Limbavali, said
suggestions coming from Ban-
galore University's internation-
al conference on unv'iron}mnt

iil

wotuld be presented to the state
and central government.

He was speaking at the end of
the three-day conference — In-
ternational Conference on En-
vironmental Pollution, Water
Conservation and Health - 2010
— that concluded on Saturday.

4

express mx., ..
BU MEET ENDS WITH A PF

lmlﬂu

Bangaﬁme Uruwsitv Vice Chamel!er Dr N Prabhu Dev, releasing the CD of Book of Ahstmtt of International

Department of Zoology had or-
ganised the conference.

The conference covered sub-
jects such as global environ-
ment ch ems, hu-

scientists for best research pre-
sentations.

There were six parallel ses-
sions at different seminar/lec-
ture halls at the Central college
campus. More than 900 dele-
gates from 22 states in India and
11 coun'vies attended the con-
ference. Students presented as
many as 700 research papers in
the conference.

“Enriching information, ex-
change of ideas through this
country has provided me and
my country on the actions that
can be taken up to prevent envi-
ronment mlhlﬁnn and
conservation,” said Abdulla

Wasim, a delegate from Ye. |

men.

However, students of BU were

skeptical about the wnierenma
utility.

“When students m-lte re-
‘search papers, they are always
appracia.ted by saying ‘good
work’. But in reality, do not
vn!m us. Our raseareh papers

not put to use,”
hﬁwﬁh ﬂa :gursmng
PhD in zoology in

Yeshvanth, who too is pursu-
ing PhD in zeniogy in BU, had
similar view. He said the confer

ence on saving environment g

was held in the Central College’
s even as work on M

man diseases and vaccines.
Organisers have m-u?oaad to
give awards within a week to

rail, for which trees had to b

feue% wasund%'rw rigm":_
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You've got extra time to barves

Low-Lying Areas
Likely To Be
Exempted

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Bangalo: =: Bangaloreans have
somemor time to install a rain-
water har esting unit. At least
sixmore jnonths.

BWSL 1 has also proposed ex-
empting jow-lying areas like
Ejipura. so that they do not get
flooded lue to installation of
these st yctures, according to a
legal ex ert with the BWSSB.

Only 18,000 of the identified
56,000 b /ildings on 40 ft x 60 ft
plots hat - implemented the RWH
system. To make the process
smooth:r for residents who de-
manded .n extension, BWSSB
asked the povernment for more
time. Till then, BWSSB will not
initiate any stringent action
against residents who don’t com-
ply with the law,

The deadline to install a rain-
‘water harvesting system in your
home will riow be notified by the
government and not in the Act,

THE LAW

BWSSB and Certain Other Laws
(Amendment) Act 2009 would be
amended to change the clause
that specifies the old deadline in
order to give extension for the
residents to install rainwater
harvesting. The amendment will
specify that the deaflline for im-

plémenting the scirem= will be
as per a government not: fication,

“The deadline was nine
months in the current regula-
tion but we have proposed to
amend it. It should read as the
last date for implementation is

WHAT DOES IT CC

P

as per government's notifica-
tion,” BWSSB chairman P F
Ramamurthy told TOI,

He added it’s now up to tl.e
government to specify the tirie
‘which will be given to residents
to comply with the law.

ING HELP DES
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Drop 400 borewells plan,
VC urges Mayor

Zoology Department participates in preservation of lakes

Staff Reporter

BANGALORE: Bangalore Uni-
versity Vice-Chancellor N.
Prabhu Dev on Tuesday ap-
pealed to Mayor S.K. Nataraj
not to go ahead with his plan
of drilling 400 borewells in
the city.

The plea comes when the
university is organising a
three-day international con-
ference, Environment Pollu-
tion, Water Conservation and
Health, in the city from July
29 to celebrate the centenary
vear of its Department of
Zoology.

Briefing presspersons, Dr.
Prabhu Dev said the city’s
groundwater table has plum-
meted alarmingly. “Even the
Central Ground Water Board
has advised against more bo-
rewells in the city,” he added.

Dr, Prabhu Dev pointed out
the  groundwater table
around the Jnanabharathi
campus increased by six feet
after the university’s green
drive, “Already 40,000 sa-
plings have been planted on
the campus. We expect the
water table to rise by 11 feet
when we achieve the target of
one lakh trees.”

M. Ramachandra ‘Mohan,
Chairman, Zoology Depart-
ment, said the department
was working closely with the
Bruhat Bangalore Mahanag-
ara Palike and the Bangalore
Development Authority to
preserve lakes in the city by
suggesting measures to pre-
vent water contamination,

Over 1,000 delegates will
participate in the conference
to be held on the Central Col-
lege campus. The Depart-

EXPLOITED: Even the Central Ground Water Board has advised against more
borewells in Bangalore. — PHOTO: V. SREENIVASA MURTHY

ment will publish a policy and
vision document on issues
concerning  environment,
biodiversity and health at the
end of the conference. A spe-
cial postal cover will also be
released.

New courses

The Department of Zoolo-
gy, Bangalore University, is
starting three postgraduate
diploma courses to commem-
orate its centenary.

Department chairman M.
Ramachandra Mohan said
the diplomas — in water con-
servation and management,
apiculture; and eco technol-
ogy — will be offered from the
academic vear 2011-12.
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Tap lakes, stop
borewells: BU

DC CORRESPONDENT
BENGALURU

July 27: Researchers at
Bangalore University have
a solution to tide over the
water crisis in the city:
Restore dying lakes, stop
digging borewells. Lectur-
ers of the department of
Zoology at BU say restoring
at least 10 lakes will get the
city, where only 50 per cent
of the water needs are met,
an additional 100 million
litres of water per day
(mid).

The department which has
recommended to the gov-
ernment to  incorporate
remote sensing probes to
monitor quality of water in
lakes, emphasised on the
need to restore lakes in an
ecological manner. Accord-
ing to the head of the
department Prof.
Ramachandra Mohan, this
can be a lasting a solution
for Bengaluru's water short-
age.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence to announce BU's
three-day international con-
ference this week on envi-
ronment and water to be
held from July 29-31 in the
city, vice-chancellor N.
Prabhu Dev said the objec-

: BU will
LU roduce three

PG diploma courses
from 2011-12 in water
conservation and man-
agement, eco-technolo-
gy and apiculture. Ini-
tially, BU will offer 25
seats in each course, the
eligibility for which
will be an M.Sc in
related areas of science.
A four-year technology
oriented Bachelors of
Science course will also
be instituted. “We are
also working on starting
a placement cell in
coordination with
industries at the PG
level,” stated Mr
Prabhu Dev.

tive was to exchange ideas
and research work to enable
sustainable  environment.
“As part of the centenary
celebrations of the Depart-
ment of Zoology, we are
essentially focusing on
water. We will appeal to the
mayor that indiscriminate
digging of borewells is not
the best solution and will
make the city drier than it
is,” he added.

WEDMNESDPAY 28 .0F 2010
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IT'LLTIE UP WITH TRADE BODY TO BRIDGE GAP BETWEEN CAMPUS, INDUSTRY

BU plans job cell for Science students

Rashmi Belur

Students doing post-graduate
courses in Science at Banga-
lore University will not have
to worry much about jobs af-
ter graduation from this aca-
demic vear. The varsity has
decided to tie up with the
Federation of Karnataka
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (FKCCD) to set up a
placement cell for such stu-
dents at its Jnana Bharathi
campus.

“The initiative will help
attract students to Science
subjects, mainly bhasic Sci-
ence courses,” RM Ran-
ganath. registrar (adminis-
tration), Bangalore Universi-
ty, said. “We have had a pre-
liminary meeting with FKC-
Cland we will soon sign a
Memorandum of Under-
standing (Mol) with them in
this regard,” he said.

The placement cell will
come into existence this aca-
demic vear itself, FKCCI
president S Srinivasa
Murthy told DNA that BU

THE CELL WILL NOT
ONLY ENSURE THAT
STUDENTS GET JOBS,
IT WILL ALSO REVIEW
THE UNIVERSITY'S
SYLLABUS TO MEET
INDUSTRY NEEDS

vice-chancellor N Prabhu
Dev had recently held dis-
cussions with the trade body
about the placement cell.
“The vice-chancellor reacted
positively to our proposal
and the placement cell for
Science post-graduates will
help both students and com-
panies. We will start the cell
as soon as the MolU is
signed,” Murthy said

The placement cell would
not only ensure that students
got jobs, it would also review
the university syllabus to
suit industry requirements
“It is important that the syl-
labus suits industry require-
ments. The placement cel]
will ensure that the Banga-
lore University syllzhus

caters to companies’ needs,”
Murthy said,

Science students will be
the immediate beneficiaries
of the cell, but all the 60 de-
partments of the varsity will
also start benefiting from it
soon. “We will begin the proj-
ect with the Science depart-
mentand later extend it to all
disciplines,” Murthy said.
FRCCT has over a lakh mem-
bers from the mdustry, either
directly or indirectly;

“We will soon sign an MoU
to set up the placement cell,”
Prabhu Dev said. “This will
encourage students to opt for
basic Science courses and
help post-graduates in Sci-
ence find jobs easily," he said,

b_rashmi@dnaindia.net

BU keen on
going global

P Bangalore University is
vying to be part of the
Global Research Village
(GRV) concept initiated
by the Irvine University in
Los Angeles, USA. Four
global universities —
Irvine, Berkeley, Stanford
and a state university
from Hong Kong — are
members of GRV.

P BU vice-chancelior N
Prabhu Dev recently
visited Los Angeles for
discussions on GRV. He
has invited the vice-
chancellor of the
American varsity to visit
the BU campus.

P “We may not have
adequate facilities for
that at present. We will
examine the facilities
when he is here in
October,” he said.
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gemment, Aplcultlrean
technuhi?gy ‘rﬂetiuranén of the "

coufse Is one year and 25 students | BU CONFERENCE
will be accepted in each stream. }fﬁueé ang solltjhoﬁs m?‘?;-
| o and waler Conse; = |
|
tion will be included in the
Placement (.e“ 1 | syllabus for higher educa-
BU is planning to set up a placement tion, said minister for higher
cell for its UG and PG students. Dr education - Aravihd . Lim-
Prabhudev said they were discuss- bavali. Heswas Rpeakmg at
ing it with Federation of Karnataka,ﬂ the ‘inaigurdtion of the
s khambers of Commerce andhndiis:. three-day intémational con- ,

ferenice on ‘Environtental
pollulmn water conserva-
tmn and hcalth orgatised
.B intl co;}!_erence he department bf 7o0l0:

%dhg ore University (BUYis.organ- gy ! Baﬂgalmﬁ Aniversily
islhg a three-day intatnational ton- bii Thiirsday. .

ference from July 29 to mark the
centeniary telebr tions.of the de-
partment of zoaldg Bﬂﬂf}rﬂhaﬁ 900
delebates from 27 states In India are
expected to participate, Distin-
guished alumni including Kiran Maz-
umdar Shaw of Bladah will particl-
pate in the confererce,

201t
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BU VC requeﬂs mayor not :
to dig borewells pu ke 287%
Bangalore University vice: " 5
chancellor N Prabhu Dev has = =
réquested mayor SK Nataraj to roll
back the BBMP's decision fo dig 400

: borewells in the city. On Tuesday, he
said he would write an open letter

to the mayoison this issue. “The
fwater levelhas already gone below
800 feetand digging more borewells
will furthet worsen the matter. 80, 1"
tequest the mavor to please drop
this idea,” Prabiii Dev said.. © 2
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intl conference by
BU’s zoology dept

The zoology department of
Bangalore University (BU),
will organise an interna-
tional conference on “Envi-
ronmental, Water and
Health Conservation” from
July 29 to July 31, as part of
its centenary celebrations.
About 50 foreign delegates
from the USA, UK, Japan,
Australia and Germany
would participate in the
conference. The even is be-
ing publicised through the
website,
www.icepweh2010.blogspot.c
om The last date for regis-
tration is June 30.
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International meet
on green issues

Special Correspondent

BANGALORE: The Department
of Zoology, Bangalore Uni-
versity, will celebrate its cen-
tenary year by holding an
international conference on
Environmental  Pollution,
Water Conservation and
Health from July 29 to 30.
Disclosing this to pressper-
sons after launching a web-
site of the international
conference on  Saturday,
Vice-Chancellor N. Prabhu
Dev said environmental pol-
lution is one of the most chal-
lenging problems facing the

international  community.
The international conference
seeks to bring together stu-
dents, engineers, scientists
and professionals from differ-
ent countries involved in var-
ious aspects of
environmental science to ex-
change and share their expe-
rience and ideas on
environmental pollution, wa-
ter conservation and their
impact on ecology and human
health. The conference will
feature several plenary ses-
sions and lectures by eminent
personalities in the field of bi-
ological sciences,
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